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What is Seattle Green Factor? 
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Seattle Green Factor is score-based system of landscape criteria required by City code for 
new developments.

A bar chart showing Green Factor score categories and numeric value.



What are the Green Factor Plants and Trees Lists?
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These lists are a guidance tool for selecting plants and trees for Green Factor landscapes.

Existing Seattle Green Factor Tree List, created in 2008, and Plant List, 2010.
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Who Uses the Green Factor Plants and Trees Lists?

• Private developers, design firms, and planning firms

• City reviewers in Urban Forestry, Construction and Inspections

• City Ecologists and other City employees
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Some of the zones where Green Factor applies are:

• Midrise and Highrise Multifamily Residential

• Lowrise Multifamily Residential

• Commercial and Neighborhood Commercial

• Industrial Commercial

• South Downtown

Minimum score requirements for Green Factor vary by zone. 

Where is Seattle Green Factor Required?
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This means:

• Larger building footprints or multiple buildings on a parcel

• New and updated utilities

• Sidewalk improvements

• Space reserved for additional trash and recycling bins or dumpsters

Densification also means a significant reduction of soil volume available for planting  or retaining 
large canopy trees.

Seattle Neighborhoods are Becoming More Dense
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Editing the List 
in 2024
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Why is an Update Important?

The Lists need to offer guidance on plant and tree selections that can withstand the spatial and 
environmental conditions of development and climate change.

Recommended plants and trees need to:

• Cope with densification

• Meet climate challenges

• Anticipate pets and diseases

• Provide for native species

• Enhance urban ecological systems

Right: A native great spangled fritillary, Speyeria cybele,  on the flower of showy milkweed, Asclepias speciosa.



2024 Plant Selection Criteria

11Below: A turf mix of mostly native selections, including annual baby blue eyes, Nemophila menziesii, and perennial Romer’s fescue, Festuca romerii.

This update brings emphasis to:

• Native plants and climate adaptive selections

• Species diversity

• Selections known to offer habitat and/or forage

• “Good neighbor” species

The update also removes:

• Invasive and known weedy species

Right top: A native bee, Melissodes pullatela, feeds on Puget gumweed, Grindelia integrifolia.



Example: Betula nigra and cultivars
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• Native tree

• Similar aesthetic 
qualities to Betula 
papyrifera and Betula 
utilis

• Resistant to Bronze 
Birch Borer

• Cultivars such as ‘Dura 
Heat’ are heat and 
drought tolerant



Moving Forward
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Timeline for Review

• Summer & Autumn 2024 

Review with City departments, 
designers, nursery specialists

• Winter 2024 -2025 

Final publication

Right: Shepherdia canadensis, a wonderful native to add to the Green Factor Plants List.
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Reviewers
Reviewers of the List include:

 SDOT Foresters

 SDOT Arboriculturalists

 SDCI Plan Reviewers

 SDCI Ecologists

 SPU Plant Ecologists

 SPU Foresters

 PKS Arboriculturalists

 PKS Landscape Architects

 

 

WSDOT Ecologists

WSDOT Landscape Architects

King County Plant Ecologists

Landscape Architects at private firms

Plant specialists at local nurseries
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Format Changes

The review process has identified important potential improvements to the current 
format.

• Alignment of the List categories with code language

• Expansion of Notes for important observations from reviewers

• A .pdf version of the List to meet City accessibility requirements

• An .xls version of the List (with sort and filter functionality)
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Proposed Green Factor Plant List. Data shown is filler, for format review only.



Share Your Perspective
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• What are your observations of trees in urban settings and 
peri-urban greenspaces?

• Should the list include native trees with known stress 
issues (for example, Shore Pine which is vulnerable to 
Pine Bark Beetle when stressed)? 

• Are there other aspects we should consider for plant 
selection in addition to climate adaptivity, pest/disease 
susceptibility, and ecological function?

Right: Nyssa sylvatica, the Tupelo tree, has been assessed as having high climate tolerance (“low climate vulnerability”) in a 2023 report from the USDA 
and Northern Forest Climate Hub. Rutledge, A.; Brandt, L.A.. 2023. Puget Sound Region: Tree Species Vulnerability Assessment. White Paper. Houghton, 
MI: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Northern Forests Climate Hub.



THANK YOU
Research Interns: Ellie Anderson, Sarah Maness, 
Rebecca Merris-Miché, Hunter Ottman,               
Madison Tenney
Katey Bean, Sr. Landscape Architect

Thanks to these resources for images: Northwest Meadowscapes Conservation Seed Co., 
Oregon State University Department of Horticulture, Monrovia Nursery Company, J Frank 
Schmidt & Son Co., and citizen contributors to the Burke Herbarium Image Collection
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